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Augmented Performance with Catalytic Devices

Junji WATANABE*!  Maria Adriana Verdaasdonk*?>  Tetsutoshi Tavata*?

Abstract — Media performance unit cell/66b use monochrome images and minimal
sound to expand the performance potential of the body, leading to a more essential bod-
ily expression. Here, the relationship of the performing bodies with the visual imagery
and soundscape, becomes an ever-shifting dynamic. Currently, cell/66b and the author
are developing wearable devices to synchronize body gestures to the visual and sound net-
work. When devices are used in the performing arts, the way in which body movements
are assigned to images and sound is an important matter. Apparent relationship does
not necessarily lead to expanding the potential of the performance. In weak bindings, for
example where a viewer perceives the relation of cause and effect but cannot notice the
mapping, the viewer is induced to invoke his or her own images.
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Maria Adriana Verdaasdonk(66b)

Maria Adriana Verdaasdonk (Mel-
bourne, Australia) is a performance
artist and graduate in Theatre Stud-
ies and Visual Art and Design who ini-
tially based herself in Japan to study
butoh and aikido. In 1994 she founded
performance unit 66b in collaboration
with ”cell” through work involving
body movement and multimedia. She
received the Royal Society of the Arts
Encouragement of the Arts Award for
visual research on the Japanese art
concept of "ma” in 1996, and the Pe-
ter Elkin Drama Prize for the Faust II
Project in 1997.
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e wl

Emerging in 1994 through the in-
_ terplay of visual, sound, body and
space, Tokyo-based cell apply digi-
tal audio and visual technology to
live performances. In collaboration
with 66b, they maintain a project-
based framework that includes design-
ers who work in computer graphics,
sound, stage and costume design, as
well as performers and choreographers.
Through juxtapositions of movement
and projected imagery, they create
multi-layered collages that mix reality
and illusion.
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